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week] from Free India, a journal of recent origin, are relevant in this
context. The same harsh treatment that is our lot here is being meted
out to Indians in Canada. Most of the Indians who have settled
in Canada hail from the Punjab. They have started this journal in
order to seek redress of their grievances. Their writings evidence great
courage.

Thus, Indians in different parts of the world are waking up. If
they cultivate unity, real courage and truthfulness, they may be assured
of easy success. However, impatience will not make the mango tree
put forth its fruit sooner.1

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 30-5-1908

152.   JOHANNESBURG LETTER
BEGINNING OF SATYAGRAHA
I said last week that General Smuts might play foul. It has now been
proved that there has been foul play. It is known for certain that
he has no intention of repealing the obnoxious Act. The Govern-
ment has not yet made the news public, but it has spread in the
Indian community, and everyone's blood is up. It would appear that
the campaign has had a good beginning. We shall now get to know all
about voluntary and compulsory [registration]. Mr. Essop Mia has
addressed the following letter2 to the Government.
LETTER TO CHAMNEY
Mr. Gandhi has written the following letter3 to Mr. Chamney.
IMAM ABDOOL KADIR'S LETTER
Mr. Imam Abdool Kadir Bawazeer has written to Mr* Chamney as
follows:4
Mr. Gandhi has informed [me] that it is the Government's
intention to legalize voluntary registration under the Asiatic [Regis-
tration] Act. While explaining the compromise Mr, Gandhi had
stated emphatically that, if the Indian community took out registers
voluntarily, the Government would repeal the Act. Since the Act
will now not be repealed, it is impossible for me to submit to it. If
I submit to a law which I am bound by a solemn obligation to
*A Gujarati saying
2 For the English text of the letter, vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary", pp. 260-L
3 For the English text of this communication, vide '^Letter to M. Chamney",
pp. 261-2.
4 Vide also "Letter to M. Chamney", pp. 263-4.